
Polish Events Calendar 

April 6 - PHA Book Club will meet at 2:15 pm in the Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library at PNA for their 

2nd and final discussion of the 1879 novel, "The Obscure Apostle", by Eliza Orzeszkowa. 

April 7 - 19th Annual Katyń Remembrance, starting at Holy Rosary with 10:30 am Mass, followed by coffee 

hour below the church, and continuing with a program at the monument at 1:00 pm.  

April 7 - Polish Home Club - 1:00 pm - A Country Spring Fling with Arty Hill & the Long Gone Daddys. 

April 22 - Dyngus Day Baltimore - 4 pm Mass at Holy Rosary followed by festivities at Polish National 

Alliance starting at 6 pm in the great hall. Join us for an event that is fun for the whole family.  

May 5 - Polish Home Club - 1:00 pm - Dinner Dance. Visit www.polishhomebaltimore.com for more info. 

May 18 - Polish Cinema Circle presents the PBS documentary, "The Polish Americans", from 1998. 2-5 pm 

in the Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library on the second floor at PNA. 

May 19 - Polish Heritage Association of Maryland Scholarship Dinner - 2 pm at Polish Home Club. Contact 

PHA President, Jean Pula, at phaofmd@gmail.com for more information.  

June 9 - Polish FunFest at Sacred Heart of Mary Church 11:30 am to 6:00 pm. Polish food & beer. TKO Band 

and Ojczyzna Polish Dancers will perform. 

June 15 - Polish Cinema Circle presents "Polish Wedding". 2-5 pm in the Henryk Sienkiewicz Library on the 

second floor at Polish National Alliance. 

June 29 - Wianki Festival of Wreaths in Washington DC at 6 pm at the Reflecting Pool. 
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Spring 2019 

From the President: Early spring 

is beginning to make its welcome 

presence known. Spring is the time 

for the rebirth and eventual full 

blossoming of the environment 

around us. In that regard, I would 

like to thank you for recently 

electing me and the officership of 

Council 21 as your representatives 

for the coming year.  

We fully appreciate the faith and 

confidence that you have thoughtfully placed in us.  Rest 

assured that all of us will diligently work to make the 

plans and goals of our organization grow and blossom. As 

you read through this newsletter you will see some of the 

envisioned and collective efforts of Council 21 and its 

lodges that have already been brought to very successful 

fruition.   

Please refer to Page 2 for the election results and photo of 

the proud officers that are at your service.  

Saying Goodbye to Consul General  

Zygmunt Matynia 

Over the years many have formed relationships with Consul 

General Zygmunt Matynia, and it’s easy to understand why. He 

is such an incredibly kind and thoughtful man who takes his job 

as Consul General very seriously, and who also enjoys being 

with people, learning about them, 

and helping them in every way 

possible. 

 

PNA Council 21 is fortunate to have 

developed just such a relationship 

with the Consul General, and it is 

sad to see him go. However, he has 

been reassigned, and he graciously 

wrote to say goodbye to those with 

whom he has worked during his 

tenure. He will be surely missed, and those he meets at his next 

assignment will be truly blessed. 

 

Richard Poremski 

Children’s 2018 Christmas Party 
 

 Each year PNA Council 21 hosts a children’s Christmas Party, 

which is planned and prepared by the members of Lodge 339. 

This year’s party, which was held on December 15th, was 

attended by nearly 80 children 

and their families, with food and 

drinks for all, including a gift 

for each child given to them by 

Santa Claus himself. To 

enhance activities, Lodge 339’s 

children’s dance group, 

Krakowiaki Dancers, 

performed, and students from PNA’s Polish Language Class 

treated everyone to Polish Christmas Carols, giving them a 

chance to practice their new language 

skills in front of a large, appreciative 

audience. Big thanks to Council 21 and 

Lodge 339 officers, June and Bud 

Johns, for preparing the food for the 

party, and big thanks to Jill Simonaitis, 

Council 21 Lounge Manager and Lodge 

339 member, for setting up and 

cleaning the hall. 

 

After the children’s party, Council 21’s 

lodges have their annual elections, 

followed by an adult Christmas party. This year’s event had the 

largest turnout in a number of years, keeping the Lounge staff 

busy for hours. The food was 

tremendous and featured amazing, 

gourmet chicken sandwiches that 

were donated by our friends at 

Ekiben, a fabulous restaurant located 

directly across from PNA. The 

Council 21 Lounge features a large 

variety of Polish beers, Polish vodkas 

and liqueurs, and specialty cocktails, 

hand-crafted by Lodge 238 member Ryan Kotowski. Thank you 

to the event planning committee which was comprised of Lodge 

238 members Agnieszka Krajewski, Małgorzata Janowski, and 

Małgorzata Bondyra. Thanks to Jill Simonaitis of Lodge 339 for 

coordinating the food donation from Ekiben. 



Poland’s “100 for 100” Project  
Benefits PNA Library  

 
By Richard Poremski 

The Republic of Poland celebrated the 100th anniversary of 

its regained independence on November 11, 2018. The 

calendar year of January 1 to December 31, 2018 was 

declared the centennial jubilee year of “100 for 100” - a 

genuine giant kaleidoscope of celebrations, events and 

programs, via Poland and the Polish diaspora, that were all 

generously imagined in league with the seminal and 

momentous remembrance of Poland’s reborn freedom.  

On December 12, 2018 Vice President Richard Poremski and 

Secretary Małgorzata Bondyra, both of Polish National 

Alliance Council 21 in Baltimore, Maryland were summoned 

here to the Consulate of the Embassy of Republic of Poland. 

Michael Carnahan, a member of PNA Lodge 339, was also 

in the beholden entourage. Upon arriving they were 

generously presented with a large gift of various books, 

games, DVD’s, music CD’s and other such related materials 

from Poland’s Foreign Ministry by the hand of Consul 

General Zygmunt Matynia. All the items were especially 

selected for the children’s section of the PNA Council 21’s 

Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library in Baltimore, managed 

by accredited librarian Adam Mazurek, a member of PNA 

Lodge 339. 

The educational bequest was a real honor for the PNA because 

it was the only  library chosen by the Foreign Ministry in 

Warsaw from the Washington Consular Territorial Jurisdiction 

to receive the gift, with 10 libraries being nominated to the 

project in the jurisdiction comprising 11 states, the District of 

Columbia, Puerto Rico, American Virgin Islands, and other 

U.S. overseas territories. The other four Polish consular 

districts in the U.S. also conducted their own library projects. 

The focused and visionary letter from the Foreign Ministry – as 

translated verbatim by aforementioned Małgorzata Bondyra – 

is excerpted as follows: 

“… On the one hundredth anniversary of Poland regaining its 

independence, to celebrate this milestone together with You, 

the Department of Cooperation with Polonia and Poles Living 

Abroad of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs prepared a jubilee 

project called “100 Libraries on the 100th.” 

“… The collection includes contemporary literature, legends, 

required school readings and poetic works of classical poets 

like Adam Mickiewicz, Maria Konopnicka, Alexander Fredro 

and Ignacy Krasicki, which accompanied many generations of 

Poles throughout their lives. Well-known touching poems, 

logopedic nursey rhymes and lexicons of the mythical erudite 

will help the youngest go with ease through the effort of 

learning the correct Polish language.  Excitable encyclopedias, 

lexicons and dictionaries will help you learn about Polish 

history, culture, culinary traditions and old customs. 

Educational games and quizzes will familiarize you with nature 

and the natural resources of Poland, the geography and history 

of Poland, and above all, what we would like to see is 

encouragement for you to come visit beautiful Poland.” 

“… Knowledge of the Polish language is the foundation that 

keeps the national consciousness. The mother tongue is not 

only a tradition to pass on to future generations but also a tool 

to help access resources and expand knowledge of modern 

Poland. I hope that the collection of books and didactic aids 

handed over to You will contribute to broadening the horizons 

for Polish youngsters, and will highlight the beauty of Polish 

literature and the history of Poland.” 

“… With Respect, Hubert Czerniuk - Director, Department of 

Cooperation with Polonia and Poles Living Abroad.” 

 

Polish Legends - PNA Original Art Contest 2019 

The Original Art Contest runs 

February 1st to May 31st, 2019 

and is open to PNA Members 

ages 8 to 15. 

Winners will be awarded: $300 

(1st place), $200 (2nd place), & 

$100 (3rd place) in each age 

group. 

For complete rules and guidelines, download an official entry 

form at http://pna-znp.org/docs/news/pnaartcontest2019.pdf. 

Family, Friends, and Fun (and a bunch of cooking) 

By Tom Grobicki 

 

Often when I entertain family and 

friends, I like to include a Polish dish 

or two to show pride in my Polish 

heritage and sometimes expose them 

to food they might not have ever had. 

Who can forget their first herring 

salad? While I was growing up, I 

frequently cooked with my mother as 

she entertained me with stories about 

life in Poland.  Unfortunately, my 

mother is no longer here to guide my cooking efforts, but I found 

a great substitute in the PNA Council 21 Polish Cooking classes. 

The classes combine a bit of Polish culture, camaraderie, and of 

course, great Polish dishes often taught by people who grew up 

in Poland.  

When I first started taking the classes, I thought it would be to 

brush up on a few dishes. Polish cooking has its regional flavors, 

and there are a surprising number of dishes that I had never 

cooked with my mother.  I also found a few recipes that always 

seemed to be too daunting even to attempt that my Mom could 

create out of her head, and I must confess that it is sometimes 

just easier to buy them at a local deli. It is not often that you 

make tripe or duck blood soup. 

Much to my surprise, as I started attending the classes, I got 

more and more interested in the dishes, techniques, and, yes, the 

friendships I started developing with everyone.  The 

“demonstrators” who taught the classes were always willing to 

share their secrets and point out the best ways to make authentic 

dishes.  My first class was how to make Polish pickles.  My Dad, 

who grew up on a farm in Poland, used to tell me stories about 

pickle making and how he wished we could make them. Much to 

my surprise, they were very easy to make and were especially 

delicious.  

With that great introduction to something I had never made, I 

started to bring my family to attend the sessions. I seem to 

remember that my next class was making delicious Polish apple 

fritters. These have now become a staple in my house especially 

for my grandchildren who prefer them over pancakes for 

breakfast. While I have many Polish cookbooks in my house, it 

is great to reach for recipes that you have tried and know what to 

expect.  My go-to recipes for desserts are Szarlotka, a Polish 

Apple Cake, or Makowiec, a Polish Poppy Seed cake. 

I have even become a demonstrator. While I was a novice at 

some dishes, I did happen to have some family recipes that I was 

pretty experienced in making. I think my first class was Bigos, a 

hunters stew, that my Dad always enjoyed me making. I then 

brought in my favorite hobby of making Polish sausage. Believe 

me when I say that “Polish Kielbasa” that you buy in most stores 

is not what good Polish sausage is supposed to be. There are 

hundreds of varieties, and I’ve been fortunate to teach two 

classes in sausage making.  I also got to take a class in making 

blood sausage, another favorite of my Dad. Lest you think of 

me as a meat only cook, I have also taught the class on Walnut 

tort and Cold beet soup.   

Perhaps the most enjoyable aspects of these classes are the 

warm friendships that you develop with your fellow students, 

demonstrators, and everyone who helps to put on these classes. 

Everyone is warm, engaging, and interested. While I might be 

the rare exception who likes to attend every class I can get into 

(class size is limited to sign up early), you will meet many 

people. Some are just curious about Polish cooking or a specific 

dish, but many have a Polish heritage or have visited Poland. 

You get some great stories shared over some wonderfully 

cooked dishes that you made together.  Frequently parents bring 

their adult children or children bring their parents. I have never 

had a class that I didn’t enjoy, and cooking in a big warm 

Polish kitchen reminds me of the great times I had cooking with 

my Mom and sharing stories about Poland. 

PNA Cooking Class 

PNA Council 21 is proud to hold regular cooking classes where 

attendees learn recipes and techniques from guest chefs, 

instructions and each other. For more information, please call 

410-732-1100 ext. 2. 

PNA Council 21 Elects New Officers 

Council 21 of the Polish National Alliance elected its new 

officers on January 12, 2019 to serve until next January, 2020.  

Pictured standing: Brian Johns – Sargent-at-Arms; Michael 

Carnahan – Audit Committee; Richard Poremski – President; 

Ryan Kotowski – Secretary; Thomas Johns – Vice President. 

Not pictured: Jan Makros – Door Keeper. 

Seated: Nancy Mislak – Audit Committee; Barbara Damesyn – 

Treasurer; Małgorzata Bondyra – Vice President; June Johns – 

Financial Secretary. 

A reception followed the swearing in ceremony with many 

congratulations and wishes of good luck being expressed by the 

membership towards the newly elected officership. 

Małgorzata Bondyra, Consul General Zygmunt Matynia,  
and Richard Poremski, with library materials.  



Dyngus Day Baltimore 2019 

Śmigus-Dyngus, celebrated here as Dyngus 

Day, is almost upon us with Easter Monday 

is fast approaching. The Third Annual 

Dyngus Day Baltimore will be celebrated 

April 22nd, starting with Mass at Holy 

Rosary Church at 4 p.m., and moving to 

PNA for food, music, games and fun 

starting at 6 p.m.  

DJ Joe Narodowski from Philadelphia will 

be on hand to guide us through the evening 

while playing a variety of music, there will 

be an Easter Egg Hunt for small children, 

and Ojczyzna Polish Dancers will perform. Polish food, Polish 

beer and liquor, as well as sodas and coffee, will be available 

for purchase. And at 8 p.m. we will draw the winner of our 

Dyngus Day Raffle of a Deluxe Gas Grill and Accessories. 

Raffle tickets are available now in the PNA Lounge for a 

donation of $2 or get 3 tickets for a donation of $5. Admission 

to this family-fun event is free! 

19th Annual Katyń Remembrance 

“Reflecting on Our Historical Past” 

From the Desk of Council 21 President Richard Poremski 
~ Text Courtesy of Author Thomas Hollowak – Historyk Press ~  

Part 7 - We continue with the opening of the XVII PNA 

Congress in Baltimore, September, 1907: 

After the gospel Rev. Franciszek Pyznar, pastor of St. Stanislaw 

Kostka Parish, ascended the pulpit, and in a beautiful speech 

encouraged worthwhile deliberations on behalf of the populace 

in general and in particular for the Polish people, who have been 

so horribly persecuted by their invaders. He spoke on the 

subject of Christian love for the Ojczyzna. He reminded that all 

churches and parochial schools are the strongholds and 

fortresses of Polskosc in America, and that all organizations like 

the Alliance should guard against attacks and be their walls of 

defense. 

The delegates then made their way in disorder through the 

downpour to the hall for the beginning of the Congress. The hall 

was filled to the brim. The guests sat in the galleries. Bands 

played on either side of the stage, a third stood at the entrance. 

There was enthusiasm in the hall; the delegates restlessly 

awaited the opening of the Congress and the arrival of the 

Mayor of Baltimore. 

The mayor was later and the Congress’ opening was postponed 

until later in the afternoon. However, amid a convention whose 

planning was at times chaotic, whose weather was plagued by 

periods of unremitting rain, a motion was adopted to publish the 

Polish Daily ZGODA, using the reserve funds of the weekly 

ZGODA newspaper. On January 15, 1908 the Daily’s first issue 

appeared. 

To be continued. 

Ojczyzna is Going to Rzeszów 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the beginning of the 

world’s largest Polish folk festival, Światowy Festiwal 

Polonijnych Zespołów 

Folklorystycznych w Rzeszowie. 

Baltimore’s own Ojczyzna Polish 

Dancers will be among the groups 

featured in this Jubilee festival, and, 

as the only group on the East Coast 

selected, they will have the 

responsibility of representing a large 

portion of the United States during 

the festivities.  

They will be joined by their great friends who are members of 

PKM Polish Folk Dance Ensemble from Philadelphia, making 

this a wonderful team effort. 

Members of PKM are regular 

visitors to PNA, and many in 

Ojczyzna are also members of PNA 

Council 21.  

Ojczyzna will soon begin a fund 

raising campaign to help offset the 

travel expenses for its members. 

Please stay tuned for more 

information at www.Facebook.com/OjczyznaDancers.  

Katyń Biennial Fund Raiser Under Way 
 

The National Katyń Memorial Foundation (NKMF) is 

responsible for conducting an annual Remembrance 

Ceremony and the improvement and maintenance of the 

Katyń Memorial and its site. Improvements have already 

included an in-ground sprinkler system, four compact metal 

benches, and critically needed, easily understood, 

educational signage. 

In 2006 two large rectangular aluminum panels, designed 

and constructed in total conformity with the site, were 

erected flanking the Memorial. One panel describes the 

concept and design of the Memorial itself, and the historical 

Polish Military figures represented upon it. The other panel 

informs about the Katyń Massacre at considerable length and 

includes a stylized rendering of one of the murders - that 

totaled over 25,000 Polish Army officers and Poland’s 

civilian leadership – by the Soviet Union’s NKVD 

(militarized political police) in 1940 during World War II. It 

also includes maps of defeated/partitioned 1939 Poland, and 

as redefined by its present European borders. 

You can help to ensure that the National Katyń Memorial 

will continue to shine, in all of its golden magnificence, by 

making a monetary gift to our biennial 2019 fund raising 

campaign. The NKMF is recognized by the U.S. and 

Maryland governments as a non-profit IRS 501(c)3 

organization, which makes your contribution tax deductible. 

The all-volunteer NKMF staff ensures that 100% of your 

contribution is directed to the mission plan of the Foundation 

to preserve Polish history, heritage and culture. 

This Foundation is grateful to our youthful and energetic 

team that put together the mailing for this year’s fund raiser. 

Thank you to Nicholas Bondyra, Lukas Bondyra, Ania 

Carnahan and Emmett Carnahan for wanting to be involved 

in such an important project. 

If you did not receive a fund raising packet, or if you simply 

prefer the convenience of donating online, you can visit our 

website at www.KatynBaltimore.org to donate today. You 

can also mail contributions, made payable to “NKMF”, to 

Post Office Box 25720, Baltimore, Maryland 21224. 

The PNA Lounge 
 

The Polish National Alliance Council 21 Lounge is open 

Thursday - Saturday each week starting at 3:00 p.m. Members 

and guests are welcome to come and enjoy Polish food, such as 

smoked sausage and pierogi, Polish beers and liquors, and 

terrific conversation with wonderful company.  

The Lounge and the Grand Hall are also available for rentals.  

The Council 21 Lounge is perfect for birthdays, office 

gatherings, and other events requiring a smaller space. 

The great hall is perfect for large dinners, bull roasts, concerts, 

theater productions, and more. Plus the kitchen is available for 

an additional fee. 

Contact Jill, at 410-732-1100 ext. 4, for more information. You 

can also get information on upcoming events by visiting 

https://www.facebook.com/polishnationalalliancebaltimore/. 
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November 11, 1918: Always a Date to Remember  

By Richard Poremski 

On the Record is an hour-long program produced by Sheilah 

Kast that is broadcast here daily on NPR radio station WYPR 

88.1 FM. Recorded on November 5, 2018 the program included 

a 30 minutes segment titled “The Importance of Poland’s 100th 

Anniversary” featuring interviewees Richard Poremski of the 

Polish American Journal’s Washington Bureau, and Adam 

Mazurek, a retired professional librarian now residing at the 

Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia 

Library at the Polish National 

Alliance - Council 21. Adam is 

also a recognized and 

welcomed Story Teller of 

Polish Folk Tales and Legends, 

and Richard is presently 

Chairman of the National 

Katyń Memorial Foundation. 

Producer Kast began the first portion of the show devoted to 

our Veteran’s Day. The second segment dealt with the 

reemergence of Poland as a nation state on November 11, 1918 

after having been partitioned off of the map of Europe for 128 

years by Russia, Prussia and Austria. This important date from 

the first day onward was celebrated officially as Armistice Day 

both in Europe and the United States, which marked the end of 

World War I – an ending that sparked a providential beginning 

for Poland that directly enabled its reemergence as a 

geographic and political reality. Over the following years 

November 11th in the U.S. eventually segued officially into 

Veteran’s Day to honor all who served in all of America’s wars 

and conflicts. The duality of Armistice Day and Veteran’s Day 

provided the direct correlation between both segments of the 

radio broadcast as  recorded and presented.  

The moderator was keenly interested in the significance and 

importance of Poland’s centennial in today’s Polonia. Polish 

community representatives Adam Mazurek and Richard 

Poremski were both very knowledgeable and 

intercommunicational in supplying answers to the questions 

posed, as well as voicing their own personal and general 

relevant observations on Poland’s history, culture and its 

unvanquished national patriotism – especially in the many 

times of foreign invasion and dominance. Regrettably, it had to 

be acknowledged that the most recent generations of average 

Polish Americans are now very assimilated Americans and 

mostly apathetic or totally ignorant about the seminal and 

seismic events of November 11, 1918. Generally speaking, this 

historic knowledge does not exsist in their memory banks. And 

if by chance it does exist, it is not held in the same appreciation 

as that of their lineal grandfathers. 

But it was reiterated to the listening audience by the two guests 

that the many vibrant Polish American cultural and fraternal 

organizations, churches and clubs, do keep the memory of the 

auspicious November day commemorated and widely 

celebrated every year in a plethora of ways and actions. In that 

regard, to quote the opening of the Polish National Anthem: 

“Jeszcze Polska nie Zgineła” – “Poland is not yet lost’ … so 

long as we still live,” guarantees that the historic and dramatic 

meaning of the 1918 Armistice on the “11th Hour, of the 11th 

Day, of the 11th Month,” will always resonate with the Polish 

diaspora … the day when the earth shook for Poland.   

To listen to the radio program yourself, please do log onto the 

WYPR 88.1 FM website, click the On the Record tab, and then 

the program that aired on Thursday, November 8th, 2018. You 

can fast forward the recording to minute 14:55 to go directly to 

the Poland Independence Day portion of the program if you 

wish, or just enjoy the complete, very interesting program from 

its beginning to end.  

The Polonia and Poland are greatly indebted to Sheilah Kast for 

conceiving the program, and to WYPR for broadcasting it.  

Bardzo wam dziękuję – Thank you both very much.  

Polish Cinema Circle Update 

The spring 2019 Cinema Circle season continues with a March 

23rd showing of "Pan Tadeusz", Andrzej Wajda's 1999 re-

telling of the 1834 epic by Adam Mickiewicz, Poland's national 

poet (in Polish with English subtitles). 

On May 18th the PBS documentary, "The Polish Americans", 

from 1998, will provide a picture of Polonia from a nationwide 

perspective. 

Also in English is the June 15th feature, "Polish Wedding".  It 

presents a quirky, whimsical, and mildly offensive look at a 

fictitious Polish-American family in Hamtramck (Detriot) 

Michigan. 

Join us for free popcorn and lively discussions afterwards.  All 

films are screened 2 to 5 PM on the third Saturday of the month 

in the 2nd floor Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library.   

After a July/August break, the series will resume in September. 

Although the fall schedule is not yet final, some films being 

considered are "In Our Time"; "The Immigrant"; "The 

Zookeeper's Wife"; "Forbidden Songs"; "On The Banks of the 

Niemen"; "Janosik"; and "As Crosses Are The Measure Of 

Freedom" 

Contact Adam Mazurek, Librarian, at 410-925-9684 or via 

email (uhlanmaz@verizon.net), for more information. 

Polish Legion of American Veterans 

The PLAV meets on the 3rd Thursday 

of the month at the PNA Building at 7 

p.m., except for the months of July 

and August. Any armed services 

person - active or retired - is 

encouraged to join. Associate and 

Junior memberships are also available. 

For more information, please contact 

Commander Steve Wojciechowski, at wojobam@gmail.com.  

Tłusty Czwartek a Huge, Tasty Success  

By Małgorzata Bondyra 

Think Mardi Gras, and you’ll be on your way to getting it. It’s 

“Fat Tuesday” with a twist – it’s on the Thursday before Fat 

Tuesday! Each year in Poland, in anticipation of the sacrifices 

and fasting involved with the Liturgical Season of Lent, we 

would prepare with a feast of pączki. These light and airy Polish 

doughnuts are prepared from a yeast dough, fried to golden 

perfection after rising carefully filled with just the right amount 

of a delicate, seasonal-fruit jam. After being glazed, these 

beauties are ready for consumption! 

This year, on February 28th, Lodge 339, with the gracious and 

much appreciated help of Lodges 238 and 918, sponsored the 

first annual “Pączki Day at the PNA” in the Council 21 Lounge. 

Starting at 3 p.m., the members offered attendees pączki, 

chrusciki, food platters with homemade bigos and kiełbasa, and 

drink specials on a variety of Polish beers, Krupnik, and mixes 

made with Polish vodkas. By 7 p.m. the pączki were sold out, 

and by 10 p.m. the chrusciki and the platters were also sold out. 

As the event got underway, it reminded me of my childhood in 

Poland. Every year I would make pączki with my mother like so 

many others did, but for those who didn’t have that option, they 

would wait in line at the local bakery for theirs. It seemed like 

they tasted better at this time of year, but maybe that was 

because we looked forward to it so much. Every bakery in the 

city had lines until they were sold out, and that’s exactly how 

Pączki Day at the PNA was this year. I’m so glad that we were 

able to put together this event to share one of many truly 

wonderful cultural traditions of Poland, and I’m delighted that so 

many people came to 

enjoy it. 

Attendees, which 

included members, guests 

and those who happened 

to see the information on 

Facebook, were also able 

to enjoy a visit to the PNA Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library, 

where librarian Adam Mazurek showed short films and 

entertained guests. In the Lounge, guests were also able to learn 

all about PNA membership, events and activities, and about 

membership in other Polish organizations. 

Members of all Polish organizations in the Baltimore area were 

invited to attend as guests and as information ambassadors. They 

were able to share literature on a 

beautifully decorated display 

table and talk about membership 

in their respective organizations. 

PNA was pleased to welcome 

officers and members of Polish 

Home Club, Polish Heritage 

Association of Maryland, Ojczyzna Polish Dancers, Polish 

Legion of American Veterans, Krakowiaki Dancers, and the 

National Katyń Memorial Foundation, as 

well as PNA’s cooking and language 

classes. To add blessings to the event, 

joining in the festivities were Father 

Ryszard Czerniak of Holy Rosary, Father 

Mike Orchik from Shrine of the Little 

Flower, and Father Andrzej Bieganowski 

of Holy Cross Polish National Catholic 

Church, who was accompanied by his 

wife, Ewa Bieganowska. 

Polish organizations, clergy, Poles and 

Polonia coming together to celebrate 

culture as one big Polish family is what 

this type of celebration is all about, and it was with everyone’s 

attendance and a great deal of help that this event was able to 

become such a wonderful success! 

Dzień Dobry and Fond Memories of “Poppy” 

By Brendan Haynie  

Dzień dobry. I was introduced to Polish at a young age by my 

grandfather who is of Polish descent. I have many fond 

memories of "Poppy" teaching me some simple Polish words 

and phrases, such as "dziękuję" and "mleko". I was very excited 

when I heard about a Polish class being offered at PNA. It is a 

great way for me to continue what my grandfather has instilled 

in me from a young age. The Polish class provides a great 

opportunity for anyone who is 

interested in learning both the 

language and traditions of 

Poland. Our wonderful teacher, 

Agnieszka, even taught us a 

couple of Polish Christmas 

carols, or kolędy, which we 

sang at the PNA Children's 

Christmas party. It was a blast. I am looking forward to the 

classes to come, and I am very grateful for everyone in the class 

and the experiences it has given me. If you are interested in 

Polish, come and check it out, you will love it! 

PNA Language Class 

If you’d like to learn Polish like Brendan, who wrote the article 

above, then check out one of our language classes to get started. 

You can get more information by calling the instructor, 

Agnieszka Krajewski, at 410-592-3237. 

Richard Poremski, Adam Mazurek, 
and Sheilah Kast  



Paint Night 2018 

On November 17th, PNA Lodge 238 sponsored the most recent 

Paint Night in the PNA Council 21 Grand Hall. It was a great 

success with painters of all ages participating and posing 

together 

aftewards. 

Painting 

instruction was 

done by young 

artist, Kendrea 

Chiosi, whose 

brothers are 

members of 

Krakowiaki 

Dancers. 

After the event, painters enjoyed food and other refreshments 

in the PNA Council 21 Lounge. 

Stay tuned for information about the next Paint Night!  

Polish Drama Club Performs 

with Lenten Poetry and Music 

On Saturday, March 23rd, the Polish Drama Club of DC 

returned to PNA with a terrific performance of Lenten-themed 

poetry with musical 

interludes. The group 

was well received, as 

usual, by the PNA 

audience, some of 

whom asked questions 

after the show, 

including wanting to 

know the inspiration for the poems chosen. 

Dorota Ponikiewska, the group’s leader, answered that she 

often reviews two hundred poems multiple times, and with the 

advice of her fellow performers, narrows them down to the 

ones that seem to be most appropriate to show and that also 

simply “feel” right. She admits that 

in the case of a show such as this 

one, there is also divine inspiration 

at work. 

After the show, the members of the 

Drama Club joined audience 

members in the PNA Council 21 

Lounge for food an drinks. There 

was a great deal of discussion over 

artistry, subject matter and the passion the members have for 

what they do. The Polish Drama Club was welcomed by all 

with open arms, and everyone is very excited about future 

performances at PNA. 

To learn more about this all-volunteer, nonprofit performing 

group, including how you might become a member, visit them 

online at http://www.polishdramaclub.org/ and on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/polishdramaclub/. 

Do we have your email address? 

Members of Lodges 238, 339 and 918, do we have your email 

address?   If you have an email address, please let us know. 

Future newsletters can be sent to your email address.  You can 

also receive advance notice of Polish events at Council 21 and 

throughout the Baltimore-Washington area.  

Rest assured that your email address will only be used by PNA 

Council 21 to communicate with you. We will not share your 

email address with any other organizations.  We value your 

privacy as much as you do. 

To submit your email address, please send a note to Larry 

Janowski at l.janowski@verizon.net. 

PNA Council 21 Phone Directory 

If you need to reach someone at Council 21, there’s a new 

phone message system in place. While many of the group 

leaders offer their own personal numbers as contact numbers, 

you can always call 410-732-1100 and pick one of the following 

options: 

Mailbox 1: Membership Information 

Mailbox 2: Cooking Class 

Mailbox 3: Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library 

Mailbox 4: PNA Lounge & Hall information, including rental 

information; You can calso leave a message for a Council 21 

officer to return your call. 

Mailbox 5: Krakowiaki Dancers of Lodge 339 

Mailbox 6: Language Class 

Mailbox 7: PNA Events, Activities & Announcements 

You can also follow us on Facebook by going to:  

https://www.facebook.com/polishnationalalliancebaltimore/  

PNA Fraternal Membership 
 

Interested in becoming a member of PNA? Contact us today to 

find out how you can join and protect your loved ones at the 

same time with one of our 

affordable life insurance 

options.  

We also offer Traditional and 

Roth IRAs, and our Tax-

Deferred Annuities are now 

paying 3% for a limited time. 

Take advantage of this great 

opportunity, and become 

eligible for other great fraternal 

membership benefits too, such 

as photo and art contests, 

scholarships, PNA Council 21 

member events, Council 21 

class discounts, and more. 

The PNA Library 

The Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library at PNA is open 

Saturdays 2-5 p.m. Please contact Adam Mazurek, Librarian, at 

410-925-9684 or via email (uhlanmaz@verizon.net), for more 

information. 

Krakowiaki Dancers 

The Krakowiaki Dancers have a rich and vibrant history as part 

of PNA Lodge 339. The group prides itself on teaching children 

Polish dance steps, professional 

choreography, Polish songs and 

music, and other Polish cultural 

traditions.  

The group practices at Polish National 

Alliance in the second floor dance 

studio. The room is currently being 

renovated and is almost complete after 

a water leak from the apartments 

above caused some damage. 

If you would like to sign up your child or grandchild, please call 

410-732-1100 ext. 5.  

PHA Book Club 

The Polish Heritage Association of Maryland Book Club will 

meet on Saturday, April 6th at 2:15 PM in the Henryk 

Sienkiewicz Polonia Library of the Polish National Alliance, 

Council 21 @ 1627 Eastern Avenue, 2nd Floor, Baltimore, 

MD  21231.  The group, led by Dr. Dorothy Pula Strohecker, 

will have its 2nd and final discussion of the 1879 novel, "The 

Obscure Apostle" by Eliza Orzeszkowa, who together with 

Henryk Sienkiewicz, was nominated for the Nobel Prize in 

Literature in 1905. 

Orzeszkowa was a Positivist who wrote extensively on the social 

conditions of her occupied country.  The book, also known as 

"Meir Ezofowicz", describes the conflict between Jewish 

orthodoxy and modern liberalism.  This novel is available as a 

free e-book through Project Gutenberg; as a Kindle e-book 

through Amazon; and as a paperback through Amazon. 

You need not be a member of 

PHA to participate in the Book 

Club.  For more information 

about the Book Club and its 

future meetings, please contact 

the PHA President, Jean Pula, 

at phaofmd@gmail.com. 

SAVE THE DATE: The PHA of 

MD Scholarship Dinner will be 

held on Sunday, May 19, 2019 @ 

2:00 p.m. @ The Polish Home Club, 512 S. Broadway, 

Baltimore, MD  21231.  The event is free, but registration is 

required due to limited space.  Contact PHA President, Jean 

Pula, at phaofmd@gmail.com for more information.  Like us on 

Facebook to keep up to date on our happenings. 

10 Words that look the same in Polish and English 

but have totally different meanings 

1. But 

In English, you have “but” and “butt,” and they’re very different 

things. In Polish, but is pronounced “boot” and means simply, 

“shoe.” 

2. Jest 

In English, “jest” is an old-fashioned word for joke. In Polish, 

pronounced “yest,” it’s the third person singular of the 

word być (”to be”). 

3. Pan 

In English-speaking countries, a pan is used for cooking. In 

Polish, you can say, for example, Pan Kowalski or Pan Nowak. 

In this language, it simply means “mister.” 

4. Most 

In English, this word is used to form superlatives (the most 

important thing, for example). In Polish, most is “bridge.” Just 

keep in mind that the “O” is pronounced like “aw” in 

“awesome.” 

5. Brat 

We all know who “brat” is: an unruly, loud, badly behaved 

child. In Polish, brat means “brother.” And while the meanings 

of these two words can definitely overlap, not all brothers are 

brats and not all brats are brothers. 

6. Fart 

In Polish, mam fart doesn’t mean what you think it means. In 

fact when someone tells you that, you should be either happy for 

them because in Polish, fart simply means “good luck.” 

7. Windy 

In Polish, this word has nothing to do with the weather. The 

Polish word for “elevator” is winda, pronounced “veenda.” The 

plural form is windy, making it look similar to the English word 

describing a certain kind of weather. 

8. Herb 

In English, herb is something that you use in your cooking. In 

Polish, it means “coat of arms.” But if you ask me, I find the 

culinary herbs much more interesting. 

9. Chart 

Pronounced in a similar manner to the word “heart” but with a 

rolled R, it actually refers to a certain breed of dog, a sighthound 

to be exact. It has nothing to do with an actual, English “chart.” 

10. Prom 

There is no connection whatsoever between the “prom” that all 

American secondary school children are looking forward to and 

the Polish word prom, which is actually a ferry 

(The entire original article, along with other articles by Olga 

Mecking, can be found online. Just visit https://

matadornetwork.com/notebook/10-words-look-polish-english-

totally-different-meanings/.) 

Małgorzata Bondyra 

410-732-1100 ext. 1 

410-458-1938 

mzbondyra@gmail.com 



Blessing of Baskets of Easter Food  

As the Easter holiday draws near, it will soon be time for the 

blessing of Easter food, or święcenie pokarmów, also known as 

the blessing of baskets. In the Polish community, Easter is 

perhaps the biggest Catholic holiday there is, and remembering 

the suffering of Christ as well as celebrating His resurrection 

are among 

the top 

priorities of 

Polish people 

around the 

world. 

In many 

Eastern 

Eurpoean 

countries, it’s 

a tradition to 

have a basket 

of food 

blessed on Holy Saturday, or Wielka Sobota. This tradition 

continues in some Baltimore area churches with Polish roots in 

preparation for Easter. Here are some of the highlights: 

Holy Rosary Church, 408 S. Chester Street, Baltimore MD 

21231. Blessing of the food will take place on Holy Saturday, 

April 20th at 12 noon, 2 pm, and 4 pm. An Easter Vigil Mass 

will be held on Holy Saturday at 8 pm, and Easter Sunday 

Masses will be held at 8:30 am, 10:30 am (in Polish), and 12:30 

p.m. There will also be a Dyngus Day Mass: on Easter 

Monday, April 22nd at 4 pm. 

Holy Cross Polish National Catholic Church, 208 S. 

Broadway, Baltimore MD 21231. Blessing of the food will take 

place just before the 10 am Easter Mass on April 21st. 

St. Casimir Church, 2800 O’Donnell Street, Baltimore MD 

21224. Blessing of the food will be at 12 noon on April 20th, 

with Easter Vigil Mass at 8 pm. Easter Masses on April 21st at 

8 am & 10 am. 

Sacred Heart of Mary Church, 6736 Youngstown Ave., 

Baltimore MD 21222. Blessing of the food will be at 12:30 pm 

on April 20th, with an Easter Vigil Mass at 8 pm. Easter 

Sunday Masses will be held at 7:30 am, 9 am, & 10:30 am.  

Śmigus-Dyngus 

On Easter Monday, April 22nd, Baltimore will celebrate 

Dyngus Day. This Polish tradition known as Śmigus-Dyngus, 

and sometimes called Lany Poniedziałek (wet Monday), 

involves, among other things, men sprinkling women with 

water.  

In some cities in the U.S. with large Polish populations, such as 

Buffalo, NY, Dyngus Day is celebrated in a big way. At PNA 

Council 21 we are preparing for the 3rd annual Dyngus Day 

Baltimore, but the celebration actually started much earlier in 

this area. PNA Librarian, Adam Mazurek, discovered an old 

Baltimore Sun article dated April 19, 1938, which talks about an 

Easter Monday celebration known as “Little Easter” which was 

very popular in Baltimore’s Little Poland. The article, entitled, 

“Baltimore Poles Celebrate Easter,” reports that the event was 

so popular that 

it was “a sort 

of legal holiday 

in the district.” 

According to 

the article, it 

was a day 

when front 

doors were left 

open, and 

neighbors 

visited each other freely, “forgiving and forgetting.” There were 

honors given for the best home-made Polish sausage, hams and 

cakes, and there was competition for the best dyed eggs, which 

were also used at Polish halls in egg-picking contests 

accompanied by native dances and songs. 

Thank you to Adam Mazurek for sharing this forgotten past as 

the PNA works to recapture these special days with its own 

celebration of Dyngus Day Baltimore, which gets a little bigger 

each year. This year the event begins with Mass at Holy Rosary 

Church at 4 pm, after which a program and festivities will be 

held at Polish National Alliance Council 21, beginning at 

approximately 6 pm. DJ Joe Narodowski from Philadelphia will 

play a variety of music throughout the event, there will be an 

Easter egg hunt for small children, there will be performances 

by local artists, including Ojczyzna Polish Dancers, and the 

evening will end with the drawing of the winner of the Dyngus 

Day Baltimore Raffle. This year a deluxe gas grill and 

accessories are being raffled, with tickets available at the 

Council 21 Lounge for a donation of $2 each or 3 for $5. 

Pisanki 

Another Polish Easter tradition is Easter Egg decorating. Poles 

use an instrument, like a straight pin in the eraser of a pencil, to 

transfer beeswax onto eggs to make intricate and elaborate 

designs during the dyeing process. The eggs are called 

“pisanki,” which comes from the Polish word, “pisać,” or  “to 

write.” Since the wax is transferred by “writing” on the egg, that 

makes sense. For instructions on the whole process, go here: 

www.thesprucecrafts.com/make-polish-pisanki-easter-eggs-

1136999 

More Information on Polish Easter Traditions 

If you’d like more information about Easter traditions, you can 

check out the following websites for some interesting articles: 

www.culture.pl/en/article/polish-easter-traditions 

www.polishcenter.org/polish_easter_traditions.htm  

www.polska.pl/tourism/traditions-and-holidays/easter/ 

www.polamjournal.com/Library/Holidays/Easter/easter.html 

www.polishamericancenter.org/SwieconkaBasket.htm  

Veterans Day Observance at Arlington 

Features PLAV in Polish Folk Costumes 

November 11, 2018 was the annual celebration of Veterans Day 

in the United States, and it also marked some very significant 

historic events. On this date in 1918, Armistice Day marked the 

end of World War I, and it also was the day that Poland regained 

its independence. 

This most recent Veterans Day celebration included the U.S. 

Army Military District of 

Washington conducting a 

Presidential Armed Forces 

Full Honor wreath-laying 

ceremony at the Tomb of the 

Unknown Soldier, which was 

followed by an observance 

program hosted by the 

Department of Veterans 

Affairs in Arlington’s 

Memorial Amphitheater. The 

65th National Veterans Day 

Observance included a 

prelude by “The President’s 

Own” United States Marine 

Band, the Parade of Colors and speeches by dignitaries, 

including Secretary of the VA, Robert Wilkie. 

To help recognize the celebration of the 100th anniversary of 

Poland’s regaining its independence, Stephen Wojciechowski, 

Commander of the Polish Legion of American Veterans (PLAV) 

Department of Maryland, chose two of its members, Małgorzata 

Bondyra and Michael Carnahan, to represent the national PLAV 

in the Parade of Colors. The two, who are also the directors of 

Baltimore’s Ojczyzna Polish Dancers, wore authentic Nowy 

Sącz costumes from the folk song and dance group’s sizeable 

collection, along with the event’s celebratory poppy pins and 

Polish Independence 

“Niepodległa” pins which 

were given to them by the 

Polish Ambassador to the 

United States, Piotr 

Wilczek. 

While most of the 35-plus 

veterans’ organizations 

that were represented in 

the Parade of Colors wore 

some sort of organization or 

military attire, the PLAV members stood out and were 

recognized for their unique garb. Attendees, representatives of 

other veteran groups and even active military personnel were 

impressed and wanted to know more about the reasoning for the 

costumes and their origin, expressing appreciation for the extra 

effort to tie the two occurrences together in such a creative and 

meaningful way. The PLAV members were continuously asked 

to take photos by attendees and also by visitors to Arlington who 

saw the two walking back from the amphitheater. 

PLAV is a member organization of the Veterans Day National 

Committee, which is responsible for planning and preparing the 

annual observance at Arlington, along with many regional 

observances. In its role as a voting member, PLAV makes every 

effort to provide the most meaningful input into these events, 

including in choosing its representatives to the main observance 

at Arlington. 

PLAV Department of Maryland holds its meetings and its annual 

Christmas party at PNA Council 21’s Lounge. Additionally, 

many of its members are also PNA members, including Ms. 

Bondyra, who serves as Lodge 238 President and Council 21 

Vice President, and Mr. Carnahan, who serves as Recording 

Secretary of Lodge 339. 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary 

On March 21, 2019, Nancy and James Mislak celebrated their 

60th wedding anniversary. They raised 4 children and are 

grandparents to 5 and great grandparents to 2, all of whom are 

members of PNA Lodge 238. 

Jim and Nancy have been an integral part of the Baltimore's 

Polish community for many years, and they are still active 

members of PNA's Lodge 238 and Council 21. Jim served as 

Council 21 President for 25 years, and Nancy is currently 

serving as a member of the Council 21 Audit Committee, 

proving that service to community is in their blood.  

In June 2017, Jim was honored with the PNA's prestigious Silver 

Legion of Honor Award in appreciation for his "Many Years of 

Dedicated Service as PNA Commissioner and Council 21 

President". The award was presented to him by the late Charles 

Komosa, PNA National Secretary. 

The members and officers of Polish National Alliance Council 

21 and Lodges 238, 339 and 918 wish Jim and Nancy all the best 

as they continue their life-long love affair. Congratulations!  

Małgorzata Bondyra and Michael 
Carnahan in the Parade of Colors 

Nancy and James Mislak posing after a Council 21 meeting. 

Święcenie pokarmów odbywa się w Wielką Sobotę.; 

Błażej Benisz/Wikimedia Commons   

Source: Boston Public Library 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/boston_public_library/7045688651/  
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As the Easter holiday draws near, it will soon be time for the 

blessing of Easter food, or święcenie pokarmów, also known as 

the blessing of baskets. In the Polish community, Easter is 

perhaps the biggest Catholic holiday there is, and remembering 

the suffering of Christ as well as celebrating His resurrection 

are among 

the top 

priorities of 

Polish people 

around the 

world. 

In many 

Eastern 

Eurpoean 

countries, it’s 

a tradition to 

have a basket 

of food 

blessed on Holy Saturday, or Wielka Sobota. This tradition 

continues in some Baltimore area churches with Polish roots in 

preparation for Easter. Here are some of the highlights: 

Holy Rosary Church, 408 S. Chester Street, Baltimore MD 

21231. Blessing of the food will take place on Holy Saturday, 

April 20th at 12 noon, 2 pm, and 4 pm. An Easter Vigil Mass 

will be held on Holy Saturday at 8 pm, and Easter Sunday 

Masses will be held at 8:30 am, 10:30 am (in Polish), and 12:30 

p.m. There will also be a Dyngus Day Mass: on Easter 

Monday, April 22nd at 4 pm. 

Holy Cross Polish National Catholic Church, 208 S. 

Broadway, Baltimore MD 21231. Blessing of the food will take 

place just before the 10 am Easter Mass on April 21st. 

St. Casimir Church, 2800 O’Donnell Street, Baltimore MD 

21224. Blessing of the food will be at 12 noon on April 20th, 

with Easter Vigil Mass at 8 pm. Easter Masses on April 21st at 

8 am & 10 am. 

Sacred Heart of Mary Church, 6736 Youngstown Ave., 

Baltimore MD 21222. Blessing of the food will be at 12:30 pm 

on April 20th, with an Easter Vigil Mass at 8 pm. Easter 

Sunday Masses will be held at 7:30 am, 9 am, & 10:30 am.  

Śmigus-Dyngus 

On Easter Monday, April 22nd, Baltimore will celebrate 

Dyngus Day. This Polish tradition known as Śmigus-Dyngus, 

and sometimes called Lany Poniedziałek (wet Monday), 

involves, among other things, men sprinkling women with 

water.  

In some cities in the U.S. with large Polish populations, such as 

Buffalo, NY, Dyngus Day is celebrated in a big way. At PNA 

Council 21 we are preparing for the 3rd annual Dyngus Day 

Baltimore, but the celebration actually started much earlier in 

this area. PNA Librarian, Adam Mazurek, discovered an old 

Baltimore Sun article dated April 19, 1938, which talks about an 

Easter Monday celebration known as “Little Easter” which was 

very popular in Baltimore’s Little Poland. The article, entitled, 

“Baltimore Poles Celebrate Easter,” reports that the event was 

so popular that 

it was “a sort 

of legal holiday 

in the district.” 

According to 

the article, it 

was a day 

when front 

doors were left 

open, and 

neighbors 

visited each other freely, “forgiving and forgetting.” There were 

honors given for the best home-made Polish sausage, hams and 

cakes, and there was competition for the best dyed eggs, which 

were also used at Polish halls in egg-picking contests 

accompanied by native dances and songs. 

Thank you to Adam Mazurek for sharing this forgotten past as 

the PNA works to recapture these special days with its own 

celebration of Dyngus Day Baltimore, which gets a little bigger 

each year. This year the event begins with Mass at Holy Rosary 

Church at 4 pm, after which a program and festivities will be 

held at Polish National Alliance Council 21, beginning at 

approximately 6 pm. DJ Joe Narodowski from Philadelphia will 

play a variety of music throughout the event, there will be an 

Easter egg hunt for small children, there will be performances 

by local artists, including Ojczyzna Polish Dancers, and the 

evening will end with the drawing of the winner of the Dyngus 

Day Baltimore Raffle. This year a deluxe gas grill and 

accessories are being raffled, with tickets available at the 

Council 21 Lounge for a donation of $2 each or 3 for $5. 

Pisanki 

Another Polish Easter tradition is Easter Egg decorating. Poles 

use an instrument, like a straight pin in the eraser of a pencil, to 

transfer beeswax onto eggs to make intricate and elaborate 

designs during the dyeing process. The eggs are called 

“pisanki,” which comes from the Polish word, “pisać,” or  “to 

write.” Since the wax is transferred by “writing” on the egg, that 

makes sense. For instructions on the whole process, go here: 

www.thesprucecrafts.com/make-polish-pisanki-easter-eggs-

1136999 

More Information on Polish Easter Traditions 

If you’d like more information about Easter traditions, you can 

check out the following websites for some interesting articles: 

www.culture.pl/en/article/polish-easter-traditions 

www.polishcenter.org/polish_easter_traditions.htm  
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in the United States, and it also marked some very significant 

historic events. On this date in 1918, Armistice Day marked the 

end of World War I, and it also was the day that Poland regained 

its independence. 

This most recent Veterans Day celebration included the U.S. 

Army Military District of 

Washington conducting a 

Presidential Armed Forces 

Full Honor wreath-laying 

ceremony at the Tomb of the 

Unknown Soldier, which was 

followed by an observance 

program hosted by the 

Department of Veterans 

Affairs in Arlington’s 

Memorial Amphitheater. The 

65th National Veterans Day 

Observance included a 

prelude by “The President’s 

Own” United States Marine 

Band, the Parade of Colors and speeches by dignitaries, 

including Secretary of the VA, Robert Wilkie. 

To help recognize the celebration of the 100th anniversary of 

Poland’s regaining its independence, Stephen Wojciechowski, 

Commander of the Polish Legion of American Veterans (PLAV) 

Department of Maryland, chose two of its members, Małgorzata 

Bondyra and Michael Carnahan, to represent the national PLAV 

in the Parade of Colors. The two, who are also the directors of 

Baltimore’s Ojczyzna Polish Dancers, wore authentic Nowy 

Sącz costumes from the folk song and dance group’s sizeable 

collection, along with the event’s celebratory poppy pins and 

Polish Independence 

“Niepodległa” pins which 

were given to them by the 

Polish Ambassador to the 
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While most of the 35-plus 

veterans’ organizations 

that were represented in 

the Parade of Colors wore 

some sort of organization or 

military attire, the PLAV members stood out and were 

recognized for their unique garb. Attendees, representatives of 

other veteran groups and even active military personnel were 

impressed and wanted to know more about the reasoning for the 

costumes and their origin, expressing appreciation for the extra 

effort to tie the two occurrences together in such a creative and 

meaningful way. The PLAV members were continuously asked 

to take photos by attendees and also by visitors to Arlington who 

saw the two walking back from the amphitheater. 

PLAV is a member organization of the Veterans Day National 

Committee, which is responsible for planning and preparing the 

annual observance at Arlington, along with many regional 

observances. In its role as a voting member, PLAV makes every 

effort to provide the most meaningful input into these events, 

including in choosing its representatives to the main observance 

at Arlington. 

PLAV Department of Maryland holds its meetings and its annual 
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Vice President, and Mr. Carnahan, who serves as Recording 
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Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
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grandparents to 5 and great grandparents to 2, all of whom are 
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Paint Night 2018 

On November 17th, PNA Lodge 238 sponsored the most recent 

Paint Night in the PNA Council 21 Grand Hall. It was a great 

success with painters of all ages participating and posing 

together 

aftewards. 

Painting 

instruction was 

done by young 

artist, Kendrea 

Chiosi, whose 

brothers are 

members of 

Krakowiaki 

Dancers. 

After the event, painters enjoyed food and other refreshments 

in the PNA Council 21 Lounge. 

Stay tuned for information about the next Paint Night!  

Polish Drama Club Performs 

with Lenten Poetry and Music 

On Saturday, March 23rd, the Polish Drama Club of DC 

returned to PNA with a terrific performance of Lenten-themed 

poetry with musical 

interludes. The group 

was well received, as 

usual, by the PNA 

audience, some of 

whom asked questions 

after the show, 

including wanting to 

know the inspiration for the poems chosen. 

Dorota Ponikiewska, the group’s leader, answered that she 

often reviews two hundred poems multiple times, and with the 

advice of her fellow performers, narrows them down to the 

ones that seem to be most appropriate to show and that also 

simply “feel” right. She admits that 

in the case of a show such as this 

one, there is also divine inspiration 

at work. 

After the show, the members of the 

Drama Club joined audience 

members in the PNA Council 21 

Lounge for food an drinks. There 

was a great deal of discussion over 

artistry, subject matter and the passion the members have for 

what they do. The Polish Drama Club was welcomed by all 

with open arms, and everyone is very excited about future 

performances at PNA. 

To learn more about this all-volunteer, nonprofit performing 

group, including how you might become a member, visit them 

online at http://www.polishdramaclub.org/ and on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/polishdramaclub/. 

Do we have your email address? 

Members of Lodges 238, 339 and 918, do we have your email 

address?   If you have an email address, please let us know. 

Future newsletters can be sent to your email address.  You can 

also receive advance notice of Polish events at Council 21 and 

throughout the Baltimore-Washington area.  

Rest assured that your email address will only be used by PNA 

Council 21 to communicate with you. We will not share your 

email address with any other organizations.  We value your 

privacy as much as you do. 

To submit your email address, please send a note to Larry 

Janowski at l.janowski@verizon.net. 

PNA Council 21 Phone Directory 

If you need to reach someone at Council 21, there’s a new 

phone message system in place. While many of the group 

leaders offer their own personal numbers as contact numbers, 

you can always call 410-732-1100 and pick one of the following 

options: 

Mailbox 1: Membership Information 

Mailbox 2: Cooking Class 

Mailbox 3: Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library 

Mailbox 4: PNA Lounge & Hall information, including rental 

information; You can calso leave a message for a Council 21 

officer to return your call. 

Mailbox 5: Krakowiaki Dancers of Lodge 339 

Mailbox 6: Language Class 

Mailbox 7: PNA Events, Activities & Announcements 

You can also follow us on Facebook by going to:  

https://www.facebook.com/polishnationalalliancebaltimore/  

PNA Fraternal Membership 
 

Interested in becoming a member of PNA? Contact us today to 

find out how you can join and protect your loved ones at the 

same time with one of our 

affordable life insurance 

options.  

We also offer Traditional and 

Roth IRAs, and our Tax-

Deferred Annuities are now 

paying 3% for a limited time. 

Take advantage of this great 

opportunity, and become 

eligible for other great fraternal 

membership benefits too, such 

as photo and art contests, 

scholarships, PNA Council 21 

member events, Council 21 

class discounts, and more. 

The PNA Library 

The Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library at PNA is open 

Saturdays 2-5 p.m. Please contact Adam Mazurek, Librarian, at 

410-925-9684 or via email (uhlanmaz@verizon.net), for more 

information. 

Krakowiaki Dancers 

The Krakowiaki Dancers have a rich and vibrant history as part 

of PNA Lodge 339. The group prides itself on teaching children 

Polish dance steps, professional 

choreography, Polish songs and 

music, and other Polish cultural 

traditions.  

The group practices at Polish National 

Alliance in the second floor dance 

studio. The room is currently being 

renovated and is almost complete after 

a water leak from the apartments 

above caused some damage. 

If you would like to sign up your child or grandchild, please call 

410-732-1100 ext. 5.  

PHA Book Club 

The Polish Heritage Association of Maryland Book Club will 

meet on Saturday, April 6th at 2:15 PM in the Henryk 

Sienkiewicz Polonia Library of the Polish National Alliance, 

Council 21 @ 1627 Eastern Avenue, 2nd Floor, Baltimore, 

MD  21231.  The group, led by Dr. Dorothy Pula Strohecker, 

will have its 2nd and final discussion of the 1879 novel, "The 

Obscure Apostle" by Eliza Orzeszkowa, who together with 

Henryk Sienkiewicz, was nominated for the Nobel Prize in 

Literature in 1905. 

Orzeszkowa was a Positivist who wrote extensively on the social 

conditions of her occupied country.  The book, also known as 

"Meir Ezofowicz", describes the conflict between Jewish 

orthodoxy and modern liberalism.  This novel is available as a 

free e-book through Project Gutenberg; as a Kindle e-book 

through Amazon; and as a paperback through Amazon. 

You need not be a member of 

PHA to participate in the Book 

Club.  For more information 

about the Book Club and its 

future meetings, please contact 

the PHA President, Jean Pula, 

at phaofmd@gmail.com. 

SAVE THE DATE: The PHA of 

MD Scholarship Dinner will be 

held on Sunday, May 19, 2019 @ 

2:00 p.m. @ The Polish Home Club, 512 S. Broadway, 

Baltimore, MD  21231.  The event is free, but registration is 

required due to limited space.  Contact PHA President, Jean 

Pula, at phaofmd@gmail.com for more information.  Like us on 

Facebook to keep up to date on our happenings. 

10 Words that look the same in Polish and English 

but have totally different meanings 

1. But 

In English, you have “but” and “butt,” and they’re very different 

things. In Polish, but is pronounced “boot” and means simply, 

“shoe.” 

2. Jest 

In English, “jest” is an old-fashioned word for joke. In Polish, 

pronounced “yest,” it’s the third person singular of the 

word być (”to be”). 

3. Pan 

In English-speaking countries, a pan is used for cooking. In 

Polish, you can say, for example, Pan Kowalski or Pan Nowak. 

In this language, it simply means “mister.” 

4. Most 

In English, this word is used to form superlatives (the most 

important thing, for example). In Polish, most is “bridge.” Just 

keep in mind that the “O” is pronounced like “aw” in 

“awesome.” 

5. Brat 

We all know who “brat” is: an unruly, loud, badly behaved 

child. In Polish, brat means “brother.” And while the meanings 

of these two words can definitely overlap, not all brothers are 

brats and not all brats are brothers. 

6. Fart 

In Polish, mam fart doesn’t mean what you think it means. In 

fact when someone tells you that, you should be either happy for 

them because in Polish, fart simply means “good luck.” 

7. Windy 

In Polish, this word has nothing to do with the weather. The 

Polish word for “elevator” is winda, pronounced “veenda.” The 

plural form is windy, making it look similar to the English word 

describing a certain kind of weather. 

8. Herb 

In English, herb is something that you use in your cooking. In 

Polish, it means “coat of arms.” But if you ask me, I find the 

culinary herbs much more interesting. 

9. Chart 

Pronounced in a similar manner to the word “heart” but with a 

rolled R, it actually refers to a certain breed of dog, a sighthound 

to be exact. It has nothing to do with an actual, English “chart.” 

10. Prom 

There is no connection whatsoever between the “prom” that all 

American secondary school children are looking forward to and 

the Polish word prom, which is actually a ferry 

(The entire original article, along with other articles by Olga 

Mecking, can be found online. Just visit https://

matadornetwork.com/notebook/10-words-look-polish-english-

totally-different-meanings/.) 

Małgorzata Bondyra 

410-732-1100 ext. 1 

410-458-1938 

mzbondyra@gmail.com 



November 11, 1918: Always a Date to Remember  

By Richard Poremski 

On the Record is an hour-long program produced by Sheilah 

Kast that is broadcast here daily on NPR radio station WYPR 

88.1 FM. Recorded on November 5, 2018 the program included 

a 30 minutes segment titled “The Importance of Poland’s 100th 

Anniversary” featuring interviewees Richard Poremski of the 

Polish American Journal’s Washington Bureau, and Adam 

Mazurek, a retired professional librarian now residing at the 

Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia 

Library at the Polish National 

Alliance - Council 21. Adam is 

also a recognized and 

welcomed Story Teller of 

Polish Folk Tales and Legends, 

and Richard is presently 

Chairman of the National 

Katyń Memorial Foundation. 

Producer Kast began the first portion of the show devoted to 

our Veteran’s Day. The second segment dealt with the 

reemergence of Poland as a nation state on November 11, 1918 

after having been partitioned off of the map of Europe for 128 

years by Russia, Prussia and Austria. This important date from 

the first day onward was celebrated officially as Armistice Day 

both in Europe and the United States, which marked the end of 

World War I – an ending that sparked a providential beginning 

for Poland that directly enabled its reemergence as a 

geographic and political reality. Over the following years 

November 11th in the U.S. eventually segued officially into 

Veteran’s Day to honor all who served in all of America’s wars 

and conflicts. The duality of Armistice Day and Veteran’s Day 

provided the direct correlation between both segments of the 

radio broadcast as  recorded and presented.  

The moderator was keenly interested in the significance and 

importance of Poland’s centennial in today’s Polonia. Polish 

community representatives Adam Mazurek and Richard 

Poremski were both very knowledgeable and 

intercommunicational in supplying answers to the questions 

posed, as well as voicing their own personal and general 

relevant observations on Poland’s history, culture and its 

unvanquished national patriotism – especially in the many 

times of foreign invasion and dominance. Regrettably, it had to 

be acknowledged that the most recent generations of average 

Polish Americans are now very assimilated Americans and 

mostly apathetic or totally ignorant about the seminal and 

seismic events of November 11, 1918. Generally speaking, this 

historic knowledge does not exsist in their memory banks. And 

if by chance it does exist, it is not held in the same appreciation 

as that of their lineal grandfathers. 

But it was reiterated to the listening audience by the two guests 

that the many vibrant Polish American cultural and fraternal 

organizations, churches and clubs, do keep the memory of the 

auspicious November day commemorated and widely 

celebrated every year in a plethora of ways and actions. In that 

regard, to quote the opening of the Polish National Anthem: 

“Jeszcze Polska nie Zgineła” – “Poland is not yet lost’ … so 

long as we still live,” guarantees that the historic and dramatic 

meaning of the 1918 Armistice on the “11th Hour, of the 11th 

Day, of the 11th Month,” will always resonate with the Polish 

diaspora … the day when the earth shook for Poland.   

To listen to the radio program yourself, please do log onto the 

WYPR 88.1 FM website, click the On the Record tab, and then 

the program that aired on Thursday, November 8th, 2018. You 

can fast forward the recording to minute 14:55 to go directly to 

the Poland Independence Day portion of the program if you 

wish, or just enjoy the complete, very interesting program from 

its beginning to end.  

The Polonia and Poland are greatly indebted to Sheilah Kast for 

conceiving the program, and to WYPR for broadcasting it.  

Bardzo wam dziękuję – Thank you both very much.  

Polish Cinema Circle Update 

The spring 2019 Cinema Circle season continues with a March 

23rd showing of "Pan Tadeusz", Andrzej Wajda's 1999 re-

telling of the 1834 epic by Adam Mickiewicz, Poland's national 

poet (in Polish with English subtitles). 

On May 18th the PBS documentary, "The Polish Americans", 

from 1998, will provide a picture of Polonia from a nationwide 

perspective. 

Also in English is the June 15th feature, "Polish Wedding".  It 

presents a quirky, whimsical, and mildly offensive look at a 

fictitious Polish-American family in Hamtramck (Detriot) 

Michigan. 

Join us for free popcorn and lively discussions afterwards.  All 

films are screened 2 to 5 PM on the third Saturday of the month 

in the 2nd floor Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library.   

After a July/August break, the series will resume in September. 

Although the fall schedule is not yet final, some films being 

considered are "In Our Time"; "The Immigrant"; "The 

Zookeeper's Wife"; "Forbidden Songs"; "On The Banks of the 

Niemen"; "Janosik"; and "As Crosses Are The Measure Of 

Freedom" 

Contact Adam Mazurek, Librarian, at 410-925-9684 or via 

email (uhlanmaz@verizon.net), for more information. 

Polish Legion of American Veterans 

The PLAV meets on the 3rd Thursday 

of the month at the PNA Building at 7 

p.m., except for the months of July 

and August. Any armed services 

person - active or retired - is 

encouraged to join. Associate and 

Junior memberships are also available. 

For more information, please contact 

Commander Steve Wojciechowski, at wojobam@gmail.com.  

Tłusty Czwartek a Huge, Tasty Success  

By Małgorzata Bondyra 

Think Mardi Gras, and you’ll be on your way to getting it. It’s 

“Fat Tuesday” with a twist – it’s on the Thursday before Fat 

Tuesday! Each year in Poland, in anticipation of the sacrifices 

and fasting involved with the Liturgical Season of Lent, we 

would prepare with a feast of pączki. These light and airy Polish 

doughnuts are prepared from a yeast dough, fried to golden 

perfection after rising carefully filled with just the right amount 

of a delicate, seasonal-fruit jam. After being glazed, these 

beauties are ready for consumption! 

This year, on February 28th, Lodge 339, with the gracious and 

much appreciated help of Lodges 238 and 918, sponsored the 

first annual “Pączki Day at the PNA” in the Council 21 Lounge. 

Starting at 3 p.m., the members offered attendees pączki, 

chrusciki, food platters with homemade bigos and kiełbasa, and 

drink specials on a variety of Polish beers, Krupnik, and mixes 

made with Polish vodkas. By 7 p.m. the pączki were sold out, 

and by 10 p.m. the chrusciki and the platters were also sold out. 

As the event got underway, it reminded me of my childhood in 

Poland. Every year I would make pączki with my mother like so 

many others did, but for those who didn’t have that option, they 

would wait in line at the local bakery for theirs. It seemed like 

they tasted better at this time of year, but maybe that was 

because we looked forward to it so much. Every bakery in the 

city had lines until they were sold out, and that’s exactly how 

Pączki Day at the PNA was this year. I’m so glad that we were 

able to put together this event to share one of many truly 

wonderful cultural traditions of Poland, and I’m delighted that so 

many people came to 

enjoy it. 

Attendees, which 

included members, guests 

and those who happened 

to see the information on 

Facebook, were also able 

to enjoy a visit to the PNA Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library, 

where librarian Adam Mazurek showed short films and 

entertained guests. In the Lounge, guests were also able to learn 

all about PNA membership, events and activities, and about 

membership in other Polish organizations. 

Members of all Polish organizations in the Baltimore area were 

invited to attend as guests and as information ambassadors. They 

were able to share literature on a 

beautifully decorated display 

table and talk about membership 

in their respective organizations. 

PNA was pleased to welcome 

officers and members of Polish 

Home Club, Polish Heritage 

Association of Maryland, Ojczyzna Polish Dancers, Polish 

Legion of American Veterans, Krakowiaki Dancers, and the 

National Katyń Memorial Foundation, as 

well as PNA’s cooking and language 

classes. To add blessings to the event, 

joining in the festivities were Father 

Ryszard Czerniak of Holy Rosary, Father 

Mike Orchik from Shrine of the Little 

Flower, and Father Andrzej Bieganowski 

of Holy Cross Polish National Catholic 

Church, who was accompanied by his 

wife, Ewa Bieganowska. 

Polish organizations, clergy, Poles and 

Polonia coming together to celebrate 

culture as one big Polish family is what 

this type of celebration is all about, and it was with everyone’s 

attendance and a great deal of help that this event was able to 

become such a wonderful success! 

Dzień Dobry and Fond Memories of “Poppy” 

By Brendan Haynie  

Dzień dobry. I was introduced to Polish at a young age by my 

grandfather who is of Polish descent. I have many fond 

memories of "Poppy" teaching me some simple Polish words 

and phrases, such as "dziękuję" and "mleko". I was very excited 

when I heard about a Polish class being offered at PNA. It is a 

great way for me to continue what my grandfather has instilled 

in me from a young age. The Polish class provides a great 

opportunity for anyone who is 

interested in learning both the 

language and traditions of 

Poland. Our wonderful teacher, 

Agnieszka, even taught us a 

couple of Polish Christmas 

carols, or kolędy, which we 

sang at the PNA Children's 

Christmas party. It was a blast. I am looking forward to the 

classes to come, and I am very grateful for everyone in the class 

and the experiences it has given me. If you are interested in 

Polish, come and check it out, you will love it! 

PNA Language Class 

If you’d like to learn Polish like Brendan, who wrote the article 

above, then check out one of our language classes to get started. 

You can get more information by calling the instructor, 

Agnieszka Krajewski, at 410-592-3237. 

Richard Poremski, Adam Mazurek, 
and Sheilah Kast  



Dyngus Day Baltimore 2019 

Śmigus-Dyngus, celebrated here as Dyngus 

Day, is almost upon us with Easter Monday 

is fast approaching. The Third Annual 

Dyngus Day Baltimore will be celebrated 

April 22nd, starting with Mass at Holy 

Rosary Church at 4 p.m., and moving to 

PNA for food, music, games and fun 

starting at 6 p.m.  

DJ Joe Narodowski from Philadelphia will 

be on hand to guide us through the evening 

while playing a variety of music, there will 

be an Easter Egg Hunt for small children, 

and Ojczyzna Polish Dancers will perform. Polish food, Polish 

beer and liquor, as well as sodas and coffee, will be available 

for purchase. And at 8 p.m. we will draw the winner of our 

Dyngus Day Raffle of a Deluxe Gas Grill and Accessories. 

Raffle tickets are available now in the PNA Lounge for a 

donation of $2 or get 3 tickets for a donation of $5. Admission 

to this family-fun event is free! 

19th Annual Katyń Remembrance 

“Reflecting on Our Historical Past” 

From the Desk of Council 21 President Richard Poremski 
~ Text Courtesy of Author Thomas Hollowak – Historyk Press ~  

Part 7 - We continue with the opening of the XVII PNA 

Congress in Baltimore, September, 1907: 

After the gospel Rev. Franciszek Pyznar, pastor of St. Stanislaw 

Kostka Parish, ascended the pulpit, and in a beautiful speech 

encouraged worthwhile deliberations on behalf of the populace 

in general and in particular for the Polish people, who have been 

so horribly persecuted by their invaders. He spoke on the 

subject of Christian love for the Ojczyzna. He reminded that all 

churches and parochial schools are the strongholds and 

fortresses of Polskosc in America, and that all organizations like 

the Alliance should guard against attacks and be their walls of 

defense. 

The delegates then made their way in disorder through the 

downpour to the hall for the beginning of the Congress. The hall 

was filled to the brim. The guests sat in the galleries. Bands 

played on either side of the stage, a third stood at the entrance. 

There was enthusiasm in the hall; the delegates restlessly 

awaited the opening of the Congress and the arrival of the 

Mayor of Baltimore. 

The mayor was later and the Congress’ opening was postponed 

until later in the afternoon. However, amid a convention whose 

planning was at times chaotic, whose weather was plagued by 

periods of unremitting rain, a motion was adopted to publish the 

Polish Daily ZGODA, using the reserve funds of the weekly 

ZGODA newspaper. On January 15, 1908 the Daily’s first issue 

appeared. 

To be continued. 

Ojczyzna is Going to Rzeszów 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the beginning of the 

world’s largest Polish folk festival, Światowy Festiwal 

Polonijnych Zespołów 

Folklorystycznych w Rzeszowie. 

Baltimore’s own Ojczyzna Polish 

Dancers will be among the groups 

featured in this Jubilee festival, and, 

as the only group on the East Coast 

selected, they will have the 

responsibility of representing a large 

portion of the United States during 

the festivities.  

They will be joined by their great friends who are members of 

PKM Polish Folk Dance Ensemble from Philadelphia, making 

this a wonderful team effort. 

Members of PKM are regular 

visitors to PNA, and many in 

Ojczyzna are also members of PNA 

Council 21.  

Ojczyzna will soon begin a fund 

raising campaign to help offset the 

travel expenses for its members. 

Please stay tuned for more 

information at www.Facebook.com/OjczyznaDancers.  

Katyń Biennial Fund Raiser Under Way 
 

The National Katyń Memorial Foundation (NKMF) is 

responsible for conducting an annual Remembrance 

Ceremony and the improvement and maintenance of the 

Katyń Memorial and its site. Improvements have already 

included an in-ground sprinkler system, four compact metal 

benches, and critically needed, easily understood, 

educational signage. 

In 2006 two large rectangular aluminum panels, designed 

and constructed in total conformity with the site, were 

erected flanking the Memorial. One panel describes the 

concept and design of the Memorial itself, and the historical 

Polish Military figures represented upon it. The other panel 

informs about the Katyń Massacre at considerable length and 

includes a stylized rendering of one of the murders - that 

totaled over 25,000 Polish Army officers and Poland’s 

civilian leadership – by the Soviet Union’s NKVD 

(militarized political police) in 1940 during World War II. It 

also includes maps of defeated/partitioned 1939 Poland, and 

as redefined by its present European borders. 

You can help to ensure that the National Katyń Memorial 

will continue to shine, in all of its golden magnificence, by 

making a monetary gift to our biennial 2019 fund raising 

campaign. The NKMF is recognized by the U.S. and 

Maryland governments as a non-profit IRS 501(c)3 

organization, which makes your contribution tax deductible. 

The all-volunteer NKMF staff ensures that 100% of your 

contribution is directed to the mission plan of the Foundation 

to preserve Polish history, heritage and culture. 

This Foundation is grateful to our youthful and energetic 

team that put together the mailing for this year’s fund raiser. 

Thank you to Nicholas Bondyra, Lukas Bondyra, Ania 

Carnahan and Emmett Carnahan for wanting to be involved 

in such an important project. 

If you did not receive a fund raising packet, or if you simply 

prefer the convenience of donating online, you can visit our 

website at www.KatynBaltimore.org to donate today. You 

can also mail contributions, made payable to “NKMF”, to 

Post Office Box 25720, Baltimore, Maryland 21224. 

The PNA Lounge 
 

The Polish National Alliance Council 21 Lounge is open 

Thursday - Saturday each week starting at 3:00 p.m. Members 

and guests are welcome to come and enjoy Polish food, such as 

smoked sausage and pierogi, Polish beers and liquors, and 

terrific conversation with wonderful company.  

The Lounge and the Grand Hall are also available for rentals.  

The Council 21 Lounge is perfect for birthdays, office 

gatherings, and other events requiring a smaller space. 

The great hall is perfect for large dinners, bull roasts, concerts, 

theater productions, and more. Plus the kitchen is available for 

an additional fee. 

Contact Jill, at 410-732-1100 ext. 4, for more information. You 

can also get information on upcoming events by visiting 

https://www.facebook.com/polishnationalalliancebaltimore/. 
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Poland’s “100 for 100” Project  
Benefits PNA Library  

 
By Richard Poremski 

The Republic of Poland celebrated the 100th anniversary of 

its regained independence on November 11, 2018. The 

calendar year of January 1 to December 31, 2018 was 

declared the centennial jubilee year of “100 for 100” - a 

genuine giant kaleidoscope of celebrations, events and 

programs, via Poland and the Polish diaspora, that were all 

generously imagined in league with the seminal and 

momentous remembrance of Poland’s reborn freedom.  

On December 12, 2018 Vice President Richard Poremski and 

Secretary Małgorzata Bondyra, both of Polish National 

Alliance Council 21 in Baltimore, Maryland were summoned 

here to the Consulate of the Embassy of Republic of Poland. 

Michael Carnahan, a member of PNA Lodge 339, was also 

in the beholden entourage. Upon arriving they were 

generously presented with a large gift of various books, 

games, DVD’s, music CD’s and other such related materials 

from Poland’s Foreign Ministry by the hand of Consul 

General Zygmunt Matynia. All the items were especially 

selected for the children’s section of the PNA Council 21’s 

Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library in Baltimore, managed 

by accredited librarian Adam Mazurek, a member of PNA 

Lodge 339. 

The educational bequest was a real honor for the PNA because 

it was the only  library chosen by the Foreign Ministry in 

Warsaw from the Washington Consular Territorial Jurisdiction 

to receive the gift, with 10 libraries being nominated to the 

project in the jurisdiction comprising 11 states, the District of 

Columbia, Puerto Rico, American Virgin Islands, and other 

U.S. overseas territories. The other four Polish consular 

districts in the U.S. also conducted their own library projects. 

The focused and visionary letter from the Foreign Ministry – as 

translated verbatim by aforementioned Małgorzata Bondyra – 

is excerpted as follows: 

“… On the one hundredth anniversary of Poland regaining its 

independence, to celebrate this milestone together with You, 

the Department of Cooperation with Polonia and Poles Living 

Abroad of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs prepared a jubilee 

project called “100 Libraries on the 100th.” 

“… The collection includes contemporary literature, legends, 

required school readings and poetic works of classical poets 

like Adam Mickiewicz, Maria Konopnicka, Alexander Fredro 

and Ignacy Krasicki, which accompanied many generations of 

Poles throughout their lives. Well-known touching poems, 

logopedic nursey rhymes and lexicons of the mythical erudite 

will help the youngest go with ease through the effort of 

learning the correct Polish language.  Excitable encyclopedias, 

lexicons and dictionaries will help you learn about Polish 

history, culture, culinary traditions and old customs. 

Educational games and quizzes will familiarize you with nature 

and the natural resources of Poland, the geography and history 

of Poland, and above all, what we would like to see is 

encouragement for you to come visit beautiful Poland.” 

“… Knowledge of the Polish language is the foundation that 

keeps the national consciousness. The mother tongue is not 

only a tradition to pass on to future generations but also a tool 

to help access resources and expand knowledge of modern 

Poland. I hope that the collection of books and didactic aids 

handed over to You will contribute to broadening the horizons 

for Polish youngsters, and will highlight the beauty of Polish 

literature and the history of Poland.” 

“… With Respect, Hubert Czerniuk - Director, Department of 

Cooperation with Polonia and Poles Living Abroad.” 

 

Polish Legends - PNA Original Art Contest 2019 

The Original Art Contest runs 

February 1st to May 31st, 2019 

and is open to PNA Members 

ages 8 to 15. 

Winners will be awarded: $300 

(1st place), $200 (2nd place), & 

$100 (3rd place) in each age 

group. 

For complete rules and guidelines, download an official entry 

form at http://pna-znp.org/docs/news/pnaartcontest2019.pdf. 

Family, Friends, and Fun (and a bunch of cooking) 

By Tom Grobicki 

 

Often when I entertain family and 

friends, I like to include a Polish dish 

or two to show pride in my Polish 

heritage and sometimes expose them 

to food they might not have ever had. 

Who can forget their first herring 

salad? While I was growing up, I 

frequently cooked with my mother as 

she entertained me with stories about 

life in Poland.  Unfortunately, my 

mother is no longer here to guide my cooking efforts, but I found 

a great substitute in the PNA Council 21 Polish Cooking classes. 

The classes combine a bit of Polish culture, camaraderie, and of 

course, great Polish dishes often taught by people who grew up 

in Poland.  

When I first started taking the classes, I thought it would be to 

brush up on a few dishes. Polish cooking has its regional flavors, 

and there are a surprising number of dishes that I had never 

cooked with my mother.  I also found a few recipes that always 

seemed to be too daunting even to attempt that my Mom could 

create out of her head, and I must confess that it is sometimes 

just easier to buy them at a local deli. It is not often that you 

make tripe or duck blood soup. 

Much to my surprise, as I started attending the classes, I got 

more and more interested in the dishes, techniques, and, yes, the 

friendships I started developing with everyone.  The 

“demonstrators” who taught the classes were always willing to 

share their secrets and point out the best ways to make authentic 

dishes.  My first class was how to make Polish pickles.  My Dad, 

who grew up on a farm in Poland, used to tell me stories about 

pickle making and how he wished we could make them. Much to 

my surprise, they were very easy to make and were especially 

delicious.  

With that great introduction to something I had never made, I 

started to bring my family to attend the sessions. I seem to 

remember that my next class was making delicious Polish apple 

fritters. These have now become a staple in my house especially 

for my grandchildren who prefer them over pancakes for 

breakfast. While I have many Polish cookbooks in my house, it 

is great to reach for recipes that you have tried and know what to 

expect.  My go-to recipes for desserts are Szarlotka, a Polish 

Apple Cake, or Makowiec, a Polish Poppy Seed cake. 

I have even become a demonstrator. While I was a novice at 

some dishes, I did happen to have some family recipes that I was 

pretty experienced in making. I think my first class was Bigos, a 

hunters stew, that my Dad always enjoyed me making. I then 

brought in my favorite hobby of making Polish sausage. Believe 

me when I say that “Polish Kielbasa” that you buy in most stores 

is not what good Polish sausage is supposed to be. There are 

hundreds of varieties, and I’ve been fortunate to teach two 

classes in sausage making.  I also got to take a class in making 

blood sausage, another favorite of my Dad. Lest you think of 

me as a meat only cook, I have also taught the class on Walnut 

tort and Cold beet soup.   

Perhaps the most enjoyable aspects of these classes are the 

warm friendships that you develop with your fellow students, 

demonstrators, and everyone who helps to put on these classes. 

Everyone is warm, engaging, and interested. While I might be 

the rare exception who likes to attend every class I can get into 

(class size is limited to sign up early), you will meet many 

people. Some are just curious about Polish cooking or a specific 

dish, but many have a Polish heritage or have visited Poland. 

You get some great stories shared over some wonderfully 

cooked dishes that you made together.  Frequently parents bring 

their adult children or children bring their parents. I have never 

had a class that I didn’t enjoy, and cooking in a big warm 

Polish kitchen reminds me of the great times I had cooking with 

my Mom and sharing stories about Poland. 

PNA Cooking Class 

PNA Council 21 is proud to hold regular cooking classes where 

attendees learn recipes and techniques from guest chefs, 

instructions and each other. For more information, please call 

410-732-1100 ext. 2. 

PNA Council 21 Elects New Officers 

Council 21 of the Polish National Alliance elected its new 

officers on January 12, 2019 to serve until next January, 2020.  

Pictured standing: Brian Johns – Sargent-at-Arms; Michael 

Carnahan – Audit Committee; Richard Poremski – President; 

Ryan Kotowski – Secretary; Thomas Johns – Vice President. 

Not pictured: Jan Makros – Door Keeper. 

Seated: Nancy Mislak – Audit Committee; Barbara Damesyn – 

Treasurer; Małgorzata Bondyra – Vice President; June Johns – 

Financial Secretary. 

A reception followed the swearing in ceremony with many 

congratulations and wishes of good luck being expressed by the 

membership towards the newly elected officership. 

Małgorzata Bondyra, Consul General Zygmunt Matynia,  
and Richard Poremski, with library materials.  



Polish Events Calendar 

April 6 - PHA Book Club will meet at 2:15 pm in the Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library at PNA for their 

2nd and final discussion of the 1879 novel, "The Obscure Apostle", by Eliza Orzeszkowa. 

April 7 - 19th Annual Katyń Remembrance, starting at Holy Rosary with 10:30 am Mass, followed by coffee 

hour below the church, and continuing with a program at the monument at 1:00 pm. 

April 7 - Polish Home Club - 1:00 pm - A Country Spring Fling with Arty Hill & the Long Gone Daddys. 

April 14 - Zydeco Chicken & Waffles Brunch w/ Terry & The Zydeco Bad Boys. 12-4 pm at PNA in the 

grand hall. Tickets at www.MarylandZydeco.com/events. Join us for Food, Music and Fun!!! 

April 22 - Dyngus Day Baltimore - 4 pm Mass at Holy Rosary followed by festivities at Polish National 

Alliance starting at 6 pm in the great hall. Join us for an event that is fun for the whole family.  

May 5 - Polish Home Club - 1:00 pm - Dinner Dance. Visit www.polishhomebaltimore.com for more info. 
May 18 - Polish Cinema Circle presents the PBS documentary, "The Polish Americans", from 1998. 2-5 pm 

in the Henryk Sienkiewicz Polonia Library on the second floor at PNA. 

May 19 - Polish Heritage Association of Maryland Scholarship Dinner - 2 pm at Polish Home Club. Contact 

PHA President, Jean Pula, at phaofmd@gmail.com for more information.  

June 9 - Polish FunFest at Sacred Heart of Mary Church 11:30 am to 6:00 pm. Polish food & beer. TKO Band 

and Ojczyzna Polish Dancers will perform. 

June 15 - Polish Cinema Circle presents "Polish Wedding". 2-5 pm in the Henryk Sienkiewicz Library on the 

second floor at Polish National Alliance. 

June 15 & 16 - Holy Rosary Spring Polish Festival 

June 29 - Wianki Festival of Wreaths in Washington DC at 6 pm at the Reflecting Pool.  

Wiadomości Związkowe 
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Spring 2019 

From the President: Early spring 

is beginning to make its welcome 

presence known. Spring is the time 

for the rebirth and eventual full 

blossoming of the environment 

around us. In that regard, I would 

like to thank you for recently 

electing me and the officership of 

Council 21 as your representatives 

for the coming year.  

We fully appreciate the faith and 

confidence that you have thoughtfully placed in us.  Rest 

assured that all of us will diligently work to make the 

plans and goals of our organization grow and blossom. As 

you read through this newsletter you will see some of the 

envisioned and collective efforts of Council 21 and its 

lodges that have already been brought to very successful 

fruition.   

Please refer to Page 2 for the election results and photo of 

the proud officers that are at your service.  

Saying Goodbye to Consul General  

Zygmunt Matynia 

Over the years many have formed relationships with Consul 

General Zygmunt Matynia, and it’s easy to understand why. He 

is such an incredibly kind and thoughtful man who takes his job 

as Consul General very seriously, and who also enjoys being 

with people, learning about them, 

and helping them in every way 

possible. 

 

PNA Council 21 is fortunate to have 

developed just such a relationship 

with the Consul General, and it is 

sad to see him go. However, he has 

been reassigned, and he graciously 

wrote to say goodbye to those with 

whom he has worked during his 

tenure. He will be surely missed, and those he meets at his next 

assignment will be truly blessed. 

 

Richard Poremski 

Children’s 2018 Christmas Party 
 

 Each year PNA Council 21 hosts a children’s Christmas Party, 

which is planned and prepared by the members of Lodge 339. 

This year’s party, which was held on December 15th, was 

attended by nearly 80 children 

and their families, with food and 

drinks for all, including a gift 

for each child given to them by 

Santa Claus himself. To 

enhance activities, Lodge 339’s 

children’s dance group, 

Krakowiaki Dancers, 

performed, and students from PNA’s Polish Language Class 

treated everyone to Polish Christmas Carols, giving them a 

chance to practice their new language 

skills in front of a large, appreciative 

audience. Big thanks to Council 21 and 

Lodge 339 officers, June and Bud 

Johns, for preparing the food for the 

party, and big thanks to Jill Simonaitis, 

Council 21 Lounge Manager and Lodge 

339 member, for setting up and 

cleaning the hall. 

 

After the children’s party, Council 21’s 

lodges have their annual elections, 

followed by an adult Christmas party. This year’s event had the 

largest turnout in a number of years, keeping the Lounge staff 

busy for hours. The food was 

tremendous and featured amazing, 

gourmet chicken sandwiches that 

were donated by our friends at 

Ekiben, a fabulous restaurant located 

directly across from PNA. The 

Council 21 Lounge features a large 

variety of Polish beers, Polish vodkas 

and liqueurs, and specialty cocktails, 

hand-crafted by Lodge 238 member Ryan Kotowski. Thank you 

to the event planning committee which was comprised of Lodge 

238 members Agnieszka Krajewski, Małgorzata Janowski, and 

Małgorzata Bondyra. Thanks to Jill Simonaitis of Lodge 339 for 

coordinating the food donation from Ekiben. 


